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PURPOSE OF REPORT To make Members aware of  a request  for  the 
implementation of a 40 mph speed limit on the 
A866 at the Braighe.

COMPETENCE

1.1 The Road Traffic Regulations Act 1984 allows the Comhairle as Roads Authority to 
implement road traffic orders provided the correct procedures are followed.

1.2 There are no financial implications associated with the recommendation.

SUMMARY

2.1 At the last Transportation Committee of February 2008 one of the local Members for 
the Sgire an Rubha ward requested a report on the implementation of a 40 mph 
speed limit  on a section of  the A866 from its  junction  to Stornoway Airport  and 
continuing towards Point beyond the last house on the Braighe.

2.2 Technical Services carried out a vehicle speed survey and the information gathered 
forms the body of the report and also informs the recommendation.

2.3 The road at this location is of a good standard and offers very good open visibility. 
The road geometry and road surface is also of a high standard and is marked along 
its centre line with double white lines to disallow overtaking.

2.4 The housing density is all to one side of the road and is generally well back from the 
road.  There is a kerbed footpath with street lights along the entire housing frontage.

RECOMMENDATION

3.1 It is recommended that the national speed limit of 60 mph be retained on the 
A866 at the Braighe and that a 40 mph speed limit not be implemented at the 
Braighe.

Contact Officer: Kenny MacLennan, 01851 709486
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GENERAL

4.1 In March 2008 a speed survey was carried out between Thursday 13 March and 
Thursday 20 March 2008 which  gave six  full  days  of  data.   The findings  of  this 
survey are summarised below.

Dates of full survey days: Friday 14 March to Wednesday 19 March 2008.

No. of cars travelling to Stornoway over the 6 days 11,377

No. of cars travelling to Point over the 6 days 10,396

Total no. of cars over the 6 days 21,773

Average speed of vehicles in Stornoway direction 49.7 mph

Average speed of vehicles in Point direction 46.7 mph

Average speed of all vehicles 48.2 mph

4.2 The 85th  percentile speed was measured over the 6 days and was 57 mph.  Cars 
were also recorded over 60 mph and the total  over the 6 days was 1622 being 
equivalent to 7.4% of the total number of vehicles.

4.3 The 85th  percentile speed is the speed below which 85% of vehicles travel in free 
flow conditions.  Therefore 85% of all vehicles travelled at speeds less than 57 mph 
over the six days measured.

POLICE COMMENT

4.4 This roadway is of a good standard with clear visibility for traffic in either direction. 
No data supports this area as requiring a reduced limit in order to improve on road 
safety.

CONCLUSION

5.1 The  Comhairle’s  speed  limit  policy  does  allow  a  speed  limit  of  40  mph  to  be 
implemented at this location.  However it is felt that this is a very good stretch of well 
engineered road with the housing generally to one side and well off the road and of 
low density.

5.2 The guidelines given on the implementation of speed limits says that where the 85th 

percentile speed is not within 7 mph of the desired limit then other measures should 
be used.  Also the advice given is that “speed limits should be lowered only when a 
consequent reduction in vehicle speed can reasonably be expected.”  For this type 
of road neither of the above can be achieved.

5.3 The guidance does allow criteria relaxation for villages but these relaxations should be 
based on realistic speed reduction expectations once the limit is imposed.  On the basis 
of the good road geometry, alignment and the actual speed survey these expectations 
would not be genuine.


